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OFFICE OF THE CITY COUNCIL
117 WEST DUVAL STREET, SUITE 425
4TH FLOOR, CITY HALL

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA  32202

904-630-1377
Jacksonville Waterways Commission – Motorized Sports Subcommittee 
Meeting Minutes
December 13, 2016
10:00 a.m.

Location: City Council Conference  Room A, Suite 425, City Hall – St. James Building; 117 West Duval Street
In attendance:  Commissioners Jim Love (Chair), Jill Haskell, Ralph Hodges, Marshall Adkison
Also:  Jessica Matthews – Legislative Services Division; Paige Johnston - Office of General Counsel; Jeff Clements – Council Research Division
See attached sign-in sheet for additional attendees.

Meeting Convened: 10:31 a.m.
Chairman Love convened the meeting and the attendees identified themselves for the record. 
Jill Haskell made a PowerPoint presentation on motorized boating events in the Southeast Florida area (Miami, Ft. Lauderdale) which included a wide variety of river cruise and party boat options, large boat shows, poker runs and other fundraising activities, and lighted boat parades for holidays. Jacksonville has any of the same activities, but often on a smaller scale and without the wide range of associated activities that make the South Florida events large scale economic events. It appears that more thought and effort needs to be put into expanding the scope of Jacksonville’s events to increase their attractiveness and economic impact. The City Special Events Division, Downtown Vision, Visit Jacksonville, the Parks and Recreation Department and others could be mobilized to provide tourism information to attendees about Jacksonville’s boating facilities and amenities and about events that are accessible by boat, giving attendees more reasons to use their boats in Jacksonville.
Ms. Haskell said she frequently hears from Jacksonville’s boating community that there are lots of activities going on, but there is too little publicity about them both within the boating community and in the public at large. There was consensus that a comprehensive database of facilities and activities is needed to inform the public about the many opportunities already available. 
Miami’s lighted boat parade, operated by the Miami Outboard Club, includes a snow village for on-shore attendees. Fort Lauderdale lights its Riverwalk and adjacent buildings for its boat parade, making it a huge (televised) event that extends beyond the parade event itself. Capt. Jim Suber reported that the Tourist Development Council in Destin, FL organizes a very popular week-long summer boating event that has activities every night both on the water and at various restaurants in town, including a poker run. Dania Beach has a Boater’s Park with picnic shelters, grills and restrooms that can only be reached by private boat, with docking for 35-40 boats. South Florida seems to be very active in publicizing its facilities and events for the boating community. Jacksonville’s events used to be operated primarily by the private marine industry which was hurt by the Great Recession in 2008-09 and needs assistance to continue putting on these events. 
The committee agreed to organize and staff a booth at the January boat show to distribute materials and publicize water-related activities and amenities. The issue will be raised at the Waterways Commission meeting tomorrow and volunteers will be solicited to work in the booth.

Commissioner Ralph Hodges made a presentation of his research on water activities in Philadelphia. He got the impression from the city representative he spoke to that the city is not very interested in activities on the Delaware River because of its heavy commercial vehicle traffic and the problems caused by multiple state jurisdictions over the river. The city does make some efforts with regard to the Schuylkill River with a strong preference for non-motorized activities on that river. 
Commissioner Adkison reported that Capt. Suber and Brian Burket of the Parks, Recreation and Community Affairs Department had created a map dividing the St. Johns River into 8 geographic zones for planning and facility and activity inventory purposes, which they will share with the other subcommittees. Chairman Love hoped that it could be distributed at the January boat show,
Minutes
The minutes of the November 17, 2016 committee meeting were approved as distributed.

Public Comment
John Nooney said that 4.8 miles of the riverfront downtown is under federal jurisdiction. He advocated for the construction of a kayak launch at the School Board building and for other FIND grant funded facilities downtown. Mr. Nooney thanked the committee for having a designated public comment period on its agenda and urged that the Waterways Commission equally consider the opinions of both large and small users of the City’s waterways.
Next meeting
January 10th at 10:30 a.m. Several guests will be invited to address relevant topics discussed in the November 17th meeting.
Meeting Adjourned: 11:37 a.m.
Minutes:  Jeff Clements, Council Research Division
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